*    TOPICAL EVENTS  OF THE YEAR    *
multitude. The same terrible welcome was given at a
subsequent period to the transverse beam when it was
raised above the platform,, and again to the Executioner
when he came forward to fasten the deadly halter on the
chain which is suspended from it. About 6 o'clock the
crowd began to be very closely packed, and Dr. Cotton,
the ordinary of the prison, had some difficulty in making
his way through it to the governor's house. From that
hour the additions to the crowd were constant and unre-
mitting, and, in spite of the barriers set up in different
places to break it, the pressure was frightful. In the
course of the morning several females who had been
forced into the centre of it fainted, and were extricated
with great difficulty. The Metropolitan Police, who were
stationed in small sections in the midst of the multitude,
were most useful in affording assistance in these emer-
gencies, and had it not been for their strenuous exer-
tions, three or four women would undoubtedly have
been crushed to death. At quarter before 8 o'clock the
bell of St. Sepulchre's Church began to toll, and from
the moment that signal of the approaching execution
was heard, the screams and groans occasioned by the
pressure from the two extremities of the crowd upon
the centre was perfectly appalling. The multitude ex-
tended on each side as far as the range of buildings
would permit the eye to reach, and there was not a win-
dow overlooking the scaffold which was not absolutely
filled with spectators. At 8 o'clock the hangman and his
assistant again mounted the platform, and looked at the
erect beam and empty noose, and having seen that all
was ready, descended as they had mounted, amid the
cheers of the populace. A cry of "hats off!" was then
raised, and for some minutes previous to the appearance
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